[image: image1.jpg]“ PPP "

People for Proper Policing in North Wales




  Escaped bull shot by police marksmen

         (From an article Nov 6 2007 by Andrew Forgrave, Daily Post)

A RUNAWAY bull rampaged through a village before being shot by police marksmen.

Nobody was injured in the incident on Monday.

The Limousin cross steer escaped from an abattoir run by butchers D & J Thomas, who operate from Beech Avenue, Rhos, Wrexham. It bolted past a startled great-grandmother through the adjacent Bargain Booze car park.

Insp Steve Williams, of North Wales Police, said:  “A vet was unable to safely placate or dispose of it by injection, so the bull was shot by firearms officers. The animal was very agitated and aggressive.  We had to consider the safety of the public and as a consequence, the humane destruction of the animal was a decision I took.”

Butcher James Thomas said:  “it was the first case of its kind in the abattoir’s 100-year history. Protocols were in place for the police to assume control of escaped livestock. It’s just one of those things, It’s never happened before and the police dealt with it swiftly. Thankfully no one was hurt.”

  Marksman’s stray bullet missed office workers by feet

                (From an article Nov 20 2007 by Carl Butler, Daily Post)

AN investigation is under way into how a North Wales police marksman put a bullet through an upstairs office window when he was trying to shoot an escaped young bull.

The stray bullet smashed through a double glazed window of AGS Security Systems in Denbigh Road, Mold, just feet from a conference room where eight people were having a health and safety meeting*.

(*PPP’s Italics)

“It could have killed someone,” said company director Jonathan Turner, 37, who found the bullet had hit the rear wall of the next office – which was luckily empty because it was being refurbished.

The animal, a six week old bullock, escaped from Mold livestock market on Friday afternoon. It ran through the town and ended up in Denbigh Road where it was turned into a field across the road from Mr Turner’s offices.

North Wales police last night refused to say whether the officer has been suspended, but the force has voluntarily referred the incident to the Independent Police Complaints Commission (IPCC).

Witness Stuart Naismith, 19, from Elm Drive in Mold, took pictures of the incident. He said: “There were about seven or eight police officers in the field and they closed the road. The bullock was standing in the field on its own. It didn’t seem to be doing anything, it was just standing there. The police had a huge gun with them and I heard two gun shots being fired, then saw the bull lying on the floor and it was shot again. I saw two officers carrying rifles but at no time did I see them pointing in the direction of the offices, but I did hear a ricochet which I thought was the echo of the bullet”.

Mr Turner thinks he heard three shots being fired. “There was this mighty bang and we all jumped up, startled to say the least. We could see the same calf with three or four men around it, it had been shot, It was not until about 5pm when I was tidying up and finishing for the week, I went into the office next door to find the window had been shot through. I looked at a mark on the wall and found the bullet on the floor, a lump of steel, and that was when I telephoned the police.

“We had the police here, all kinds of police, CID and crime scenes, even the police helicopter. They are treating it hugely seriously because obviously a firearm has been discharged and they don’t do that lightly. It’s a serious thing, basically it could have killed someone.”

Mr Turner added: “When I telephoned in with it the police asked me whether I was making a complaint. I’m not making a complaint, I just wanted to highlight what had happened.”
A spokeswoman for North Wales Police said: “NWP can confirm that on Friday we were called to an incident in Mold involving an escaped bull which appeared to be causing a danger to the public. The bull was humanely destroyed by firearms officers. The incident has been voluntarily referred to the IPCC as it appears that a round which was discharged may have broken a window at nearby commercial premises. No one was injured as a result of the incident. The matter is being properly investigated and as the investigation is on going, it would be inappropriate to comment further.”

The PPP comments ….

 Another animal, a heifer was a shot by NWPF a few years ago in Ruthin. This operation was also unsatisfactory in that the animal was wounded several times and there was a risk to the public when the NWPF officers arrived on the scene with unsuitable automatic weapons. In the latest case not only were the public at grave risk but it seems that since the animal had already been turned into a field it could have been contained and was shot unnecessarily. 

Who made that decision and why? The Protocols may need an urgent review. 

Our firearms expert tells us that only soft nose or what is known as expanding ammunition should be used on animals. The spent bullet found in the property was definitely not suitable. A suitable weapon would be a 9mm automatic pistol with an effective range around 30 metres.  The standard procedure in such cases is for one man to confront the animal head on (this grabs the animals attention and makes it hesitate before deciding its next move which is usually a head-on charge). With the pistol cocked and aimed at the animals head using the standard 'cup and saucer' stance to provide a stable firing platform fire a 'double tap' (two aimed rounds in quick succession) at the animals brain which will kill it immediately. All that one has to do then is to be prepared to step aside as its dying rush could injure the shooter. The jacketed high velocity ammunition apparently used has the potential to travel miles and kill at a mile.

In conclusion we are unhappy about command, control and even the expertise of North Wales Police armed response units. CS Geraint Anwyl should report back to the PA and public on this series of events. 

Ironically Brunstrom is ACPO lead on wild life crime. These events come close to being crimes against animals.

